Lo 


Prichard Mayor. 


Zovis 1x. Die Novembris 1682. Annoq; Regni 
Regis Caroli Secundi, Anglie, &c. xxx1v.. 


His Court doth deſire Mr.. Holingworth: 

to Print his Sexmon Preached at Bow- 
Church on Szzday Morning laſt (being the 
day appointed for Commemoration of the 
Deliverance from. the Gunpowder Treaſon 
Plot) before the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 


and Citizens of this City.. 
Wagſtaffe. 


Lo 


Prichard Mayor. 


Zovis 1x. Die Novembris 1682. Annoq; Regni 
Regis Caroli Secundi, Anglie, &c. xxx1v.. 


His Court doth deſire Mr.. Holingworth: 

to Print his Sexmon Preached at Bow- 
Church on Szzday Morning laſt (being the 
day appointed for Commemoration of the 
Deliverance from. the Gunpowder Treaſon 
Plot) before the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 


and Citizens of this City.. 
Wagſtaffe. 


Os — _ — 


EZ 


SERMON 


| Preached before the Right Honourable | 
THE | 


|| Lord Mayor, 


ALDERMEN 


| AND 
CITIZENS of LONDON, 


; AT 
daint MARY L E-BOW, 
November the 5th. 1682. 


Being the Day appointed for Commemoration of the | 
Deliverance from the Gunpowder-Treaſon Plot. 
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| | By RICHARD HOLINGWORT H, 
Rettor of St. Buttolphs Aidgate, London. 
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| [Printed for Edward Gel/ibrand,and R. Sollers,at the Gol- 
den Ball,and at the Kings Arms and Bible in St. Pauf's 
Church-Yard, 1682. | 
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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Sir WILLIAM PRICHARD, Kat. 
LGRaD MAYOR 


OF THE 


, City of London: 


'My Lord, 
N obedience to your Lordſbips and 


the Conrt of Aldermens Command, 

1 have Publifhed this Sermon, and I wiſh 

it may be read by all with the ſame clear 

and honeſt mind, 1t was Preached by me. 
That which bath made the moſt talk in 

the Town about it, and hath ſtirred ſome 

' AMens choler to an high degrees the laſt 
. clauſe about Diſſenters Recerving the 
Sacrament once a Tear to qualifie them 
for an Office , but I am ſo far from 
repenting of it, that I here make a reſp 
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The Deyuicatio:. 

and publick Challenge 7s ail thoſe that 
do it, ant to al! their Preachers that 
either allow 1t, or connive at it, to dif= | 
courſe them before any ſort of Men what | 
ever, and if I cannot make 1t out to be | 
a very horrid and villanous Feſatical | 
thing, I will make a Publick Recanta= | 
tion, and confeſs my felf a Man that 
neither underſtands Reaſon or Divinity. 

My Lord, I pray for all happineſs 
eo your famous City, for all peace and 
quietneſs during your Lordſhips and 
Succefiours Government, and defire to 
live no longer then theſe Prayers ſball 
be contanued by 
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A 
Preached before the Right Honourable 


The LORD MATOR 


% AND 


AL DERME N, 


On Novemb. 5th, 1682. 


_—_SR__ 


St. FO ZN the 1ſt, latter part of the 47th Verlſc, | 
Behold an Iſraclite indeed, in whom is no Guile. I 


HE greateſt part of the World place 

their Religion in ſuch things, as are nei- 

ther Ellen. :al to its Nature, nor yet Sub- | 

ſervient to its Ends and Purpoſes, and if i 

k ' Men can but Eſpouſe a remote Opinion, 
or eagerly contend for a needleſs 'T heory and Specula- 
tion, if they find their Spirits enflamed in the defence 
of a Proud and Arrogant Party, who Monopolize Di- 
vine Favor and Protection to themſelves, as if they 
were the only Perſons concerned in the Eternal Decrees | 
of God, they then ſtroke their Breaſts, and liſt them- = 
ſelves amongſt the Darlings and Peculiars of Heaven, 
this hath been too common in all Ages, and hath made 
matter 
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(2) 
matter of too fad obſervation amongſt all wiſe and ſe- 
rious ſanders by, and Religion that was deiigned to be 
the Worlds Guide, to g.ve all neceſſary Rules and Pre- 

- cepts which belong to the ſeveral Ranks and Orders of 
Men, and whoſe purpoſe and buſineſs was ro keep the 
World, and all the inhabitants thereof in their proper 
Places, appointing them Homage and Bevorion to 
the:r God, Juice and Equity in all their procedures 
with their fellow-Creatures, and an exact and {1:rict 
Teinperance in reference to themſelves, 1s now made 
Intie elſe but matter of Prate and Tattle, an [nſ{iru- 
ment of Revenge and Malice, or elſe of Difdain and 
Scorn, every Bigot and Zealous Perſon {1ghing over his 
Brother as a Carnal Man, wrapt up 1n the Clouds of 
Darkneſs, and thereby unable to ſee rhe way, that di- 
re&tly leads to Heaven, and all thoſe weighty and mate- 
rial Inſtances of Religion, whereby we ſhall at Jaſt 
Tudg of our ſelves, or be Judged of Almighty God, at 
the lat Day, are looked upon as keggarly Elements, as 
Daties belonging to thoſe, whoſe unhappineſs it was to 
be Born amongltt the dark ?hiloſophers, amongit Men 
who wantcd Inſpiration. But thanks be to God,though 
the miſtake 1s too general, yet all Men are not under 
the influences of ir, we have ſome amonglt us hike Na- 
thanael in my Text, who purſue Religion without any 
By-ends, or baſe Deſigns, whoſe Zeal 1s buited about 
thoſe things that are truly concerning and important, 
who difpo:e their thoughts and time how to under{tand, 
and then to praCtice ſuch things as are truly advantage- 
ous to themſelves, and reputaole to Religion, which 
that you may all do in this troubleſome and over-curt- 
ous Age, wherein Controveries and D:fputes have eaten 
out almof all honeſt and worthy thoughts, and 
made Ven FaQtious iniicad of Faithful, I have made 
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choice- of theſe words, Behold -an - Tiraclite indeed , 
Cc. | 


An I{raelite indeed, in whom is no Guile, what 1s that ? 


why in thort, it is a Man without Blendings or Mix- 


tures, Without thoſe Reſerves and Ambuſkes, that per- 
ſons wÞ9 lie upon the catch, and whoſe private Intereſt 
takes up a larger room in their Aﬀections, than thoſe 
they owe tg publick Juſtice, or publick Bodies of Men, 
make uſe of, a Man whoſe Principles oblige him to all 
thoſe Laws, that were ordained for the good and  el- 
fare of Mankind, and who will nor make a forfeiture 
of thoſe Principles, notwithſtanding all the Courtſhip 
and Addreſſes that are made unto the contrary, one 
who deſires no more favor from others, than he 1s rea- 
dy according to his capacity to give, and aQts io much 
upon the ſquare, that he dreads no "Trial thar any inie- 
rior Court of Judicature can force him to, and thoſe 
little tetches that others make uſe of, he 1s a ſiranger 
to, he is one whom. you may truſt or relie upon, and 
from whom you can reaſonably expect nothing but 
what is Juit and Honeſt, whom neither Promiles can al- 
lure, nor Threats affright out of thoſe Principles, and 
from thoſe A&tions that are agreeable to the Divine 
W1ll and Pleaſure, to the Divine Attributes and Perfe- 
&tons, he underſtands none of thoſe crooked and Ser- 
pentine ways which Men of Subtilty and Deſign are 
uſually found walzing in, and who is Wholly ignorant 
of thoſe doublings that oliri-.ans are fo well verſed in, 
his Religion is plaui and vbvious, and he buſies himſelf 
in the practice of ſuch Precepts as are unalterable and 
Eſſential, as are agreeable to the Laws of Nature, and 
aſſented to by all Mankind who are not impoſed upon 
by Tgnorance or Prejudice, and if you look upon the 
Place of his abode, you ſhall not find him in a Con- 
gia B 2 clave 
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clave of Cardinals, in a College of Plotting and Con- 
triving Jeſuits, nor herded with a number of dark 
Lanthorn Men, laying Trains of Powder in order to 
bereave Kings and Princes of their Lives by a ſuddain 
and unexpeted Blow, nor in an High-Court of Ju- 
ſtice ſet up againſt Law, and the ſtanding Rules of Go- 
verninent, nor in an Army of pretended Saints, Vow- 
ing with Swords in their hands the Publick Good, 
when-their aim is onely at other Mens Eſtates and Pa- 
trimony, but among(t the Primitive Chriſtians, the 
Plain and downright Martyrs, the ſincere and modeſt- 
ly bold Confeſſors, and his Reſolutions to purſue the 
Commands of a well inſtructed Conſcience are fixed 
and ſetled, not to be changed by all the Arts and Me- 
thods that Wir and Fancy can ſuggeſt unto him ; this 
is the Man, and this is his Value, Az Iſraelite indeed, 
in whom there u no deſigned Guile. 

In Treating upon which Words, I ſhall, Firſt, Give 
a more particular account of this Man, and after that, 
give you the Reaſons why we ought to affect ſach a 
Temper, and then apply it. 

1. This Iſraelite indeed ſpeaks as he thinks ; 
Speech you know is the Inſtrument of Converſe and 
Communication, of Bargain and Sale, and that by 
which we are differenced from the reſt of the Creation, 
and therefore we-ought to be mighty careful that we 
do not-abuſe that, by Vertue of which, we are put into 
{o many and fo very good Circumſtances ; for he that 
uſes his Tongue amiſs, he ſo far betrays not only his 
own- inward Principles, but the Intereſt of Mankind, 

_ and takes away the confidence. we ought to, have in one. 
another, and creates a. conſtant Jealoutte of eachother, 
ſo that their Communication becomes ſuſpeted-; the 
very Foundation of Society and Converſe -is laid 'in | 

} Truth, | 
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Truth, without which it is impoſſible but Men ſhould 


turn Bears and Tygers to one another, and you might 
as well hope to find Rule and. Order in a Wilderneſs or 
Forreſt, as'in a Town or City, where Men have for- 
feited and loſt the Principles of Truth and Soberneſs. 
And therefore thoſe are not {ſraelites indeed, who tell 
their Prince they love and honour him, and at the ſame 
time meditate his Death, and the extirpation of his 
Family, as the Papiſts did this Day ; nor yet thoſe who 
tell you, They are His Majeſties Loyal Subje&ts, and 
yet croſs him in all his reaſonable Deſires, and do every 
thing that tends to diſcontent his Mind, and break his 
Heart, No, No, A# [fraclito indeed ſpeaks as he thinks, 
and neither enters himſelf a Member of a Romiſb Con- 
clave, nor a Scorch Conſfiſtory. | 

2. This good Manin my Text he aQts as he ſpeaks, 
and this is another great Inſtance and Argument of Ho- 
neſtty, for he that loads me with promiſes, and gives 
me as great ſecurity of his affetion and fervice as words 
can amount to, and afterwards neither-ſtirs hand nor 
feet to ſerve my Intereſt, this Mar is a ſuſpitious per= 
ſon, and comes under the denomination of a Man that 
wants Principles and Integrity, for a-Man of no Guile, 
his words as they ſay are inſtead of Bonds, and his pro- 
miſes and endeavours tread upon the heels of one ano- 
ther ; nay which 1is- more, though the promiſes he 
makes are ſomeways.detrimental to him, yet he makes 
them good, as the: Pſalmiſt deſcribes him, 15. Pſal. 4. 
he- ſwears-to his own hyrt and yet changes not, and 
this, this ./raelzte indeed, cannot but do, becauſe he is 
ſenſible-that whatſoever damages he ſuſtains in-this- life 
as to the things thereof, yet the preventing of that 
damage would not countervaile the Wounds and Gaſhes 
that perfidiouſneſs and treachery make in his own Con- 
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ſcience, nor the loſs of that Divine Favour which mu 
needs follow Falſneſs and Diſhone''7, And thereiore if 
thou art, like too many in the Worid, tull of words, and 
layet one heap of kindncis airer another upon thy 
Frend, fo far as words will go; 1t thou art Prodigal of 
thy promiſes, and then goett away fatisfieu, in what 
thou haſt faid, and lookeſt after thy Friends Intereſt 
no further, let me tell thee, thou art avot a trie 7\7f/ ce 
nael, an Iſraelite indeed. And Alas, how many fch 
unworthy and perfidious perſons ae riere in tne Woild, 
who expreſs the greateſt tondneſs ior” rheir Prince and 
Government imaginable, and yer when it comes to 
deeds, wherein there Purſes or Perſons ate concerned, 
they leave him in the ſuds, and faint immediately, but 
it is a baſeand ,wicked temper, and mult needs create 
a troubleſome and uneaſy Conſcience at the laſt. 

But this is not yet ſo full a deſcription of this good 
Man as I intend to give, and therefore I will give ſome 
more particular Inſtances of this 1raelite indeed, which 
ariſes from the conſideration of Man, as to thole things 
which Years, Fducation & Circumſtances diſpoſe him to 
look sfter,and in all you thail find him npon the ſquare, 

Now thoſe things which Man, as to this World, is 
chiefly buſicd in, are either Profit,Pleature, or Honour. 

1. The Worthineſs and Goodnels of this Man, as to 
Profit, do appear 1n theſe things, 

r. That he covets no gain by the loſs of other Men, 
he does not grind the Poor, nor oppreſs the Needy, 
nor indulge any inclination to advance and raiſe him- 
ſelf by-the ſpoils and ruin of other Men, much lefs by 

' the ruin of his Prince and Government together, as the 
*Papiſts did by the Plot of this day, but what he gets 
is the effe&t of fair and honeſt dealing, of exact and 
rigid Juftice, he knows too well what little things = 
\- ere 
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here on Earth are, and that they ought not to be pur-- 
chaſed at the price of the Widdows 'tears, or the Or- 
phans Groans, he deſires others may live by him at the 
tame rate and upon the fame terms he lives by ochers, 
and is ſo far from contributing towatds others Miſery, 
that he ſtards ready and preparcd trom Principles of 
Chriſtian pity to relicve their wants and ſupply their 
neceilitics. 

2. This good Man covets nothing with the loſs of his 
own Conſcience, lie knows very well the price of this 
Jewel , and that if pur in the Ballance of Earth- 
ly things, it will be too heavy for them, and therefore 
whither he Sink or Swim, as to theſe outward bleſlings, 
whither his Fortune be large or narrow, yet he 15 re- 
ſolved to ride fafely at home within the tarbour of a 
calm and quiet Mind, tell him of Mountains of Gold, 
of Rocks of Diamonds to be got by Pyracy, Blowing up 
Parliament Houſes, wherein are the Flower of the No- 
bility and the Chief of the Kingdoms Gentrv, or by 
any other unlawful ways, and he preſently ſteps back, 
and tells you he defires to keep the Bird, within from 
harth Chatterings and unpleaſant noiſes, Conicience is 
dearer to him then thouſands of Gold and Silver, and 
to Wound him there, is to render his Life uncomfort- 
able, and to force h:m into ſad reflections upon his ve- 
ry being Born ; ay alliaion that can light upon him, 


any trouble that at any tim? overtakes him,can be born 
with a great deaje more of Patience than tia, gap 
mzede here puts him to a thouſand trouvlets 
thoughts, and Creates a ſlorm which rufhes and throws 
him down whi'rher he wil or no. 

3. This Good Man endeavours no gain Ey unſaw- 
ful and indire*} means, for the very Notion of this 
Man is, that he walks uprightly, - that he travels in 
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atreven and-beaten Road, and here are theſe things to 
be conſidered, 

1. That he endeavours after nothing by abuſing o- 
ther Mens Weakneſs of Judgment and apprehenion, 
which is too common and uſual a thing amongſt a 
great part of mankind, thoit is every way unworthy 
and unbecoming, not only upon the account of the Per- 
fon himſelf, whom we thus impoſes upon, but upon the 
account of God, from whom every goed and perfett gift, 
a5 the Apoſtle hath it, comes, for this 1s a very bad re- 
turn for fo great an att of kindneſs, in giving a Man 
a deeper Judgment, a quicker Mind, a more large Un- 
derſtanding, which upon the obligations of gratitude 
ought to be employed in ſuch things and ſuch aCtions, 
25 are agrecable to the Divine Will and Pleaſure ; for 
it is not poſlible for us to ſuppoſe, that the gitts of 
Heaven were deſigned on purpoſe to enable us to affront 
the Laws of Heaven, or to ſet up any thing in oppo- 
ſition to thoſe Principles, by which God all along in- 
tended to Govern and mannage the rational World. 
He that hath a reaching Judgment and who quickly 
£pprehends things, theſe good parts ought to be laid 
out in ſuch con11derations, wereby the :\uthor of theſe 
may be glorified, and the good ot mankind torwasded 
and promoted ; and to dobiherwiſe, to undermine ©. 
thers and ſeek there ruine, purely becaute rhey cannot 
ftand upon their guard, nor ſee ſo tar, nor contider fo 
deeply, Dor argue ſo rationally, as he h.mlelt is avle to 
do, is an Argument of great Unworthineſs and Injui 
tice, and ſuppoſes that we do not fo weli underſtand, or 
at leaſt do not live under a ſenſe of thoſe obligations that . 
lye upon us to our fellow Creatures. 

2. Nor does this Good Man endeavour any thing by 
thoſe groſs ways of ſtealing or purloyning, he knows 

very 
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very well, that another Man hath as great a Right to 
what the Laws have honeſtly conveyed to him, or to 
what he hath acquired by the Swear of his Brows, and 
the Labour of his Hands, as he himſelf has, to what 
he is in the actual poſlefiion of, and therefore to ſteal 
from him would be ro inherit another's Labours, and 
Feaſt himſelf with that which was no ways the Fruit 
of his own Pains. Belides, he knows very well, that 
this courſe would deſtroy all-Communities of Men, the 
very Foundation of which is laid in preferving Pro- 
perty, that ſo Men may fit under their own Vines and 
Fig-Trees with delight and fatety. And further, this 
Man without Guile, he is not influenced by thoſe over- 
greedy Appetites and looſe Defires after Wealth and 
Riches that others are, but 1s contented with his pre- 
ſent State, and with thoſe common Succeſſes of Divine 
Providence that await him, though they do not hoiſt 
him up intoa Throne,or any place of Authority 6 Judi- 
cature, and therefore he hath no Temptation to Invade 
other Mens Rights, by offering Violence to thoſe Laws 
whereby commutative Juſtice 1s maintained and pre- 
ſerved ; he ſeeks nothing, but what may be conveyed 
to him in a Conſcientious way, and Riches have no fuch 
ſhare in his Eſteem, as to put him out of the beaten 
Road, or to Tempt him toany unaccountable courſe in 
gathering them together. Bur then 

2dly, Let us conſider the management of this Man's 
ſelf, in reference to Pleaſure, and here you ſhall find 
him as exact, and walking as much by Rule and Pre- 
cept, as he was 1n the other. 

x. He takes no Pleaſure in things unlawful, it is not. 
his Recreation to Invade his Neighbour s Bed, or Rob 
his Neighbours Purſe, he does not entertain himſelf, 
with provoking others to take God's Name in vain, 
nor 
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nor yet by overcharging their Stomachs with ſuperflu. 
ous quantities of Drink, and then Laughing at 'them 
for appearing ſuch Fools, as moſt Men in that conditi- 
on do, he does not make the loſs of other Mer's _ 
Names and Reputation, - the matter cf his Sport an 
Paſtime, nor does he gratifie his Spicen 13 ſcandalous 
Reports, and falſe and groundlcis Whiſpers egainft his 
Prince, or any ſubordinate Minitter of State employed 
by him, his whole dclight 1s not taken up 1n thoſe 
things, whereby provifion is made for the Fleſh, and 
the Luſts thereof; No, No, he knows very well what 
kind of Being and Creature he is, in what capacity he 
is made, and for what cnd he is deſigned, and therefore 
good: Man, he a&s accordingly, and obſerves ſuch mea- | 
{ures and proportions, whereby he intimates, he is Go= | 
vetned by the Laws of Heaven, and not by Luſt and 
Appetite, and thoſe things in which he delights him- 
ſelf, are Innocent and Harmleſs, ſnch as leave no Blot, | 
and fix no Stain upon the Conſcience, -ſuch as are mas | 
terially good and lawiul in themſelves, and have no 
tendency at all to deprave Mens Minds. 

2. This good Man Times his Pleaſures right, ' he is 
not ſo Governed by over-greedy Deſires, as to put 
things in the Front, which ought to come up in the | 
Reare, nor will he ſuffer any thing that is deſigned for 
Recreation, to joſtle with ſuch things as are really pro- | 
fitable and advantageous to the Soul, he will not be at | 
his Sports, when his Obligations are to be upon his | 
Knees, or converſant in any other Duty that 1s almoſt | 
of equal moment. Pleaſures are Snares, and not | 
ſtanding Diſhes of ſolid Food in his Opinion, and 
therefore they are not made his Buſineſs. But | 


then, 
Laſtly | 


—  < —e— —_ 


( 11 ) 

Laſlly, Tet us conſider this good Man in my Text, 
how he behaves himſelf, when he is loaden with Ho- 
nours and Preferments, and here we (all find him very 
exact and punctual. 

Firſt, He does not deſire, , much leſs endeavour, to 
raiſe his own Credit upon the Ruins of another Mans, 
a thing very frequent in all Ages, as it Men had not a 
ſtock of Vertue ſufficient in themſelves, to commend 
theri1 to the citeem of others, they preſently fall upon 
other Mens good Names, or {lighting other Mens Parts, 
and running down other Mens Eſtates, and by this 
means they toolinly fancy they ſet oft themſelves, and 
appear inthe greater luſtre, becauſe they repreſent o- 
thers by dark and villfying Tearms. No, No, our 
Jiraclite indeed knows better things, and that his Bro- 
thcr hath 25 much right to his good word, as he hath 
to {415 Brothers, and char he offends againſt the Laws 
of Equity «al Jubire, when Le Joads him with any 
Faſc Refioction, or unworthy Title, he knows very 
wall, ther Elec 1ng Neputation 15 fo r:eceffary a cone 
ounce of YVertve, 21d Vertrous Actions, that he 
need not go out of the Road tuereof to procure the 
Prize. | 

Secondly, Nor does any Honour that he meets 
vwithel fyent his Sails, and make him forget himfelt, or 
thoſe whom God and Nature have tied him to. an obfer- 
vanc2 of, This indeed is very common among little 
Sou's and caſte Minds, Succeſs and Proſperity in Prin- 
ces Courts, the Smiles and Countenance of fome great 
Perſca in Command, preſently alter there very Humor 

and Diſpoſition, and they look for the fame Homage 
jr-m other Men, that they fondly and groundlefly be- 
{ics upon themſelves, in which, if not gratified and 
anſwered, how -much concerned are they, and like 
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(12) 
Haman, beyond all Reaſon, becauſe Merdecai ſits in the 
Kings Gates, and will not bow the Knee. 

No, No, this good Man, this true N«zhanae] knows 
things at a better rate, and that Men of High Degree 
are but Vanity, and that no change of Conditien 
ought to change the Mind, and rout thoſe Moral and 
Eternal Principles which are implanted 'in the Soul, he 


- knows very well, that all things are mutable and un- 


conſtant here, and that the only way to Honour is 
through the Gates of Humility, and Lowlineſs of Spi- 
rit. And ſo much ſhall ſuffice tor the deſcription of 4x 
Ifraclite indeed, give me leave in the next place to 


thew, why we ought all to affe& this excellent frame 


of Spirit. 


Veal 2 


Firſt, It hath the general Suffrage and Note of Man- ; 
kind on its ſide, there is ſuch an excellency in it, that 


Men notwithſtanding their Minds are very much de- 
praved, and their coneeptions of things, fince the fall, 


are very. much impaiaed, yet for all that, they cannot 
but give it, its juſt Character and deſerved Reputation, 


nay, the moſt vile Sons of Adam, who have contra 


ed {uch habits of Sin, and rendered them fo cuſtoma- 


ry, that they have murthered almoſt all the Natural | 
Notions of Religion, which the Divine Hand it ſelf 


had drawn upon their Souls, yet tor all that ſcarce 
dare riſe up to its defamation, bur even rejoyce them- 
ſelves, when they ſee their Chilaren affecting early 
ſuch a Temper, and ſuch a Carriage; and nothing is 
matter of greater Boaſting to them, in the height and 
mid{ſt of their Debauchery, then the hopefulneſs of their 


Re m_ » = iP 


Ifſue. Look over all Accounts of Hiſtory, converſe | 
with all Nations ever ſince Adams Fall, and you will | 


find this to be true. Now certainly, this is a great 


commendation of plainneſs and ſimplicity of Mind, 


and 


*%s. 
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(13) 

and of ſuch Actions as are agreeable unto it, for what- 
ſoever every Man lifts up his Voice in the praiſe of, 
that is Divine, and writ upon the Soul by the finger of 
God himſelf, that derives its Original from Heaven, 
and claims God as the immediate Author of it, and 
muſt be very neceſlary and uſeful for Mankind in all its 
Circumſtances, in all its Conditions whatſoever ; and 
for Men to live in the neglect of ſuch a Duty, is to 
aftront the Injunctions and Commands of their own 
Nature, and to expoſe themſelves to ſuch direful and 
fad refleftions, as are the neceſſary conſequences of 
ſuch a neglect : But then, 

Secondly, A Man lives much more at eaſe, who af- 
fects this Innocent and Guile leſs Temper, then he that 
makes uſe of Arts and Trieks, then he that hath his 
little Subtilties, to defend himſelf from the umportuni- 
ties of his Mind and Conſcience, and *tis a certain 
truth, that a Plain Way does not fo tire a Man, as 
Ways that are Rough and Craggy, that are full of 
Windings and various Turnings,, of ſteep Rocks and 
dangerous Precipices. "This good Man quickly under- 
ſtands his Way, becauſe it 15 connatural to his Soul, and 
conſequently enjoys that fatisfaction,that all ſuch wore 
thy Ations are attended with, he doeg not break his 
Sleep, and difturk his Spirits, and weaken his Brain, 
by conſulting how to over-reach and uncermine ſuch a 
Poltitian, - how to blaſt the Deſigns, and deleat the 
Counlel of ſuch and fuch a Craftsman, how to brin 
his own Ends about, by tripping up the helles of fuck 
a Man that ſtands in the war, either of his Profit or- 
Pretermenr, all which things, you that know any 
thing mutt nceds underſtand, give vaſt Diſquietments, 
and put the Soul upon the Rack, and 1t 1s this that 
makes the Lives ot aſpiring great Ones 10 little —_— 
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(14) 
' by all Wiſe men, that takes true meaſures of things, 
and has been the occafion of many Perſons, who have 
fat in the higheſt places of Authority, I ſay, of many 
of theſe Perſons retiring into a Life of Solitude, where 
they might enjoy the Innocency of Privacy, and live 
under the command of thoſe Rules, which are naturally 
attended with an happy Contentment of mind and 
Soul. He that Reads the Life of Charles the 57h of 
Germany, with the Accounts that Hiſtory gives of ma- 
ny others, he will quickly fatisfie himſelf in the truth 
of this, whereas now, 41 Iſraclite 7ndeed, who 1s obe- 
dient to the Laws within himſelf, and to thoſe ſuper- 
added Laws which God hath given in Holy Writ, this 
man Fats and Drinks according to preſcription, and en- 
joys ſweetly all his Labour under the Sun, the Lite the 
Wile Solomon does ſo highly praiſe, and his Actions are 
of ſuch a Nature, that his own Reflechons upon them 
redouble his Joys. And further, he hears no com- 
plaints from abroad of the Ruin of Families, that by 
unjuſt Sentences, by Suborned Witnclics, by faite 
Oaths, by ſubtle Arts and inv'+,reft methous he has com 
paſſed, he hath none of rhe: i:cxri-breaking-chuughts 
which ariſe from the common difcourics of tn World, 
of his Diſhoneſty and Perfid:ifufnetls, tho Widoys ters 
are not ſhed, nor the Orphans Groans heazd, up221 the 
account of any thing he hath done, rhcre are no 'Vu- 
mults nor Commcotions in his out, upon the irore of 
Dethroning Princes, or ſpiiling the Blood of Inno: cnts, 
or entring into Aſſociations, but the man enjoys that 
eaſe and quict which th: Character of an Univerſal god 
man 1s wont to give, and if any through miſtake, or 
a worſe Principle, to wit, that of Envy and malice, 
ſhould endeavor the impairing of his Name, and flain- 
ing of his Roncſty, yet he makes up what is wanting 
towards 
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(15) 
towards his own Peace from abroad, by his impartial. 
conſideration of what he has done,6r by what Laws he 
Governs himſelf, and though the Waves Roar without, 
yet he has a perfe&t Calm within himſelf, which all the 
torce of thoſe Raging Billows cannot ſhake. And I 
with with all my heart this thing was but well under- 
ſtood, and thought of, by the greateſt part of man- 
kind, to wit, that there is more eaſe in the Paths of 
true Geodneis and Eſſential Happineſs, then in all the 
forbidden Tracks of Sin and Wickedneſs, certainly the 
World would be a more Hartnleſs and Inno-. 
cent thing then now itis, and we ſhould not hear of 
thoſe Barbarous Plots, thoſe Helliſn Contrivances of. 
Prieſts and Jeſuits, or any othcr fort of men who have : 
ſacked in the ſame buſie and deſolating fort of 'Prin- - 
ciples, our Swords certainly then would be turned into 
Plow-ſhares, and our Spears into Pruning-hooks, and 
there would be no deſtroying in God's Holy Mountain, 
but Chriſtianity would have its free courſe, and run to 
and fro without thoſe Controuls and Countermands it 
now meets withal. 

And now Right Honourable, Right Worſhipful and 
Well Beloved, you having heard a plain and honeſt 
deſcription of a true Nathanael, of a man who Go- 
verns himfelf by Obvious Rules, and not by Maxims 
of Craft and Subtilty, and withal the Reaſons why we 
ought to afle&t ſuch a Temper, pray judge, between this 
man and the Perſons, for Deliverance from whoſe 
Baſe and He!liſh Contrivances we are Aſſembled this 
Day, according to Law, to Bleſs and Glorife the great 
God of Heaven and Earth. Had they been men of xo 
Gaile, they would have keen contented with their Lot 
and Station in the Nation, but being men of Treache- - 
rous and Deceitful Principles, they firſt meditated, and 
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(16) 
after that endeavoured to bring into execution one of 
the moſt horrid things, that Hiſtory can acquaint us 
withal, which that you may all be ſenſible of, and te- 
ſtifie the ſenſe thereof by all grateful acknowledg-. 
ments, give me leave to give you an account of the 
Bleſſing we enjoy by this Deliverance from a {ort of 
men, whom neither Natural Principles, ror Taws of 
Scripture, nor common Ties and Bonds of Sutjecrs to 
an Excellent Prince, and an Excellent Guvernment, 
could any ways Influence or Command, and in order 
to this, we will confider theſe things, 

Firſt, The Perſons againſt whom this ſevere Deſtru- 
Ction was intended. Had theſe Miſcreants flown at 
ſome lower Quarry, had they ont of Spight and Re- 
venge againſt the Nation, gone lurking about the 
Country, and ſet ſmall Cottages on Fire, and now and 
then, according as opportunity had ſerved them, mur- 
thered a Child, or killed a fingle man as he was paſ- 
ſing in ſome By-lane or Corner, why, it had been a 
Sin, to be Puniſhed by the Judges, and upon the ac- 
count of which, they would have ſtunk in the Noſtrils 
of all wiſe and ſober men, but this was too low a 


-Game for them to play at, nothing will ſerve their 


turn, nor fatisfie the Thirſt of the Scarlet Whore, but 
the Blood of a Glorious King, the Liſe of an1llluſtri- 
ous Queen, the Ruine of as hopeful a Prince as ever 
England was Bleſſed withal, with the deſtruction of all 
the Branches of the Royal Fomily, fave one, and for 
fear leaſt Attempts, had they taken effefts, might have 
been called to queſtion, they will ſtop the current of 
all Laws by covering and ſtifling in the fame heap of 
Ruine, . the Bodies of all the Executionors of Juſtice, 
the Noble Peers, the Loyal and Dutiful Commons, 
with all the Judges of the Realm, together with a great 
; number 


(17) 
number of Learned and Welkread Lawyers. And gcod 
God, had this deſign not been prevented, had nor {2j- 
vine Providence {cajonably interpoſed, in what Horrer 
and Contuſ:on mult we needs have ſuppolcd, nut only 
this Great City, but the whole Nation, to have }.cen 
in, a Body without an Head, a Tree without a 
Root. 

And thoſe who in purſuit of, and compliance with, 
their Malice, had thus cur ofF the FroteGtor of our ! er- 
ſons, the Walls and Bulwarks of our Safety, the Cha- 
riots of our /ſrac/, and the Horiemen thereof, how ca- 
ſily would they have over-run the Countries, and how 
apt would the cowed and amazed Subjects have Leen, 
to lie at the Feet of theſe devouring Abaddons. 

The Death of a Prince in a Natural way, when it 
reaches our Ears, you know makes a great Impreſſion 
upon moſt that hear it, and we are under fome Fears 
and Jealouſtes leaſt all ſhould not go well in that little 
Irterregnum, but to have heard of the Death of a 
King, newly as 1t were come among{t us, very accept- 
able to the greateſt part of the Nation, a ſlout De- 
fender of the Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion, a 
Perſon Mild and Gracious in his Temper, one Bred up 
like Moſes in all the Learning of the Egypriars, that 1s, 
in all forts of Learning, that were not only ncceſlary 
to make a Prince, but a profound Schollar, to have 
heard this Perſon, upon whom the Eyes of our Ance- 
ſtors were fixt, their Hearts ſet, their Hopes built, in 
a Moment, with his Family, and all his Nobility, and 
an innumerable company of Gentry and Commonalty 
of the Nation, to have been Blown up into the Air, it 

muſt needs have had ſtrange and various operations up- 
on the Minds of our Forefathers, and though ſome 
might have grown deſperate, "_ loſt th eir Lives my 
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m12Zine the preateſt part would have becn cewed and 
Uifpuirel, ad after ſuch Sacrifices as thele, thought 
thciucives unworthy of a continuance here any long- 
©, and therefore tamely have ſuLmitred to ai! the ki 
gr ard Cruelty, to all the Spite and Maiice of thetic 
Blendy Rell-Hounds. 

And is nor a Deliverance from a Plot, dergned 4- 
gainft fuch Perſons forenamed, tor ever to be remem- 
bere!? Though God be to be acknowledged in all his 
Works, yet much more in ſuch a one as this. God 
preſerved the King, and in that the Proteſtant Religion 
among us, the Branches of the Royal Family, and up- 
on that account we enjoy the Peace of his preſent Ma- 
jelties Reign amongſt us, whom God grant long to 
Reign over us, God kept the Judges of the Realm, and 
ſince rhat we have enjoyed the benifit of wholſome 
Laws, that keep us from invading one anothers Rights 


and Properties, and therefore pray lift up your Voices, 


and praife that God whote Mercy endures for ever. 

Secondly, In order to the enhauncing the Price of 
this Deliverance from theſe Men of Guile, and thereby 
to cnlarge the thanktulneſs of our Hearts, let us conft- 
der rhe Quality of the Perſons, who were engaged in 
this Wicked and Villanous Deſign. Perſons, fetting a- 
ſide their Principles, one would have little imagined, 
ſhoald have ventured in ſuch a Bottom; Perſons, fome 
of ther of competent Eſtates, who had arrived to 
commendable Titles, and therefore the leſs to be ſul 
pected, 3nd contlequent]y the Plot with the greater dit- 
fieutty to be diſcovered. 

And tijs Conſideration does really raiſe: the Value 
of this Deliverance, for the more ſecretly a deſign is 
carrizd on, and by Perſons whoſe Eſtates one would 

: | think, 


 & Yo w 


( 19 ) 
think, and conſequently Care and Love for, and tc 
their Poſterity, ſhould curb and reſtrain them from 
any thing, whereby they may make a forfeiture of 
thoſe Eſtates, I fay, the greater and more {gnal 15 an 
Eſcape made out of the Hands of ſuch Enemies as 
theſe, and therefore ict this Conficeration engage you 
to lift up your joyiul Voices to God, whoſe Eye is up- 
on the Righteous, and whoſe Hand was thus readily 
ftretched out to iave them in 2 tune of Eminent 
danger. | 

1 hirdiy, To £1] your Hearts wh all juft refent- 
ments of ſuch a Mercy, jer us confider tne Principles 
of thoie who had deſigned rhis Plor, and for the fake ov! 
which they undertook it. 

Wc had been by Gods good Bleſſing for fome Years 
out of the Miſts and Parknefs of Popery, the word of 
God was plainly Preaclied, Prayers to God made in a 
known Tongue, the Idolarrous kneeling to the Hoſt 
quite abandoned, and tcr above Forty Years together, 
this Dlefling of the Reformation had continued- with 
us. 

When King Fames came to the Crown, and before 
too, great Conſultations were amongit the Papii's to 
unravel this fair peicc, that with {o great Careand Zeal 
was wrought, as hethat Reads their Books may eaſily 
inform himſelf; this Intereſt was to ke fet up now, and 
then the other, in oppoſition to thar of the Righttul 
Heir, nay the Pope ſends expreſs Order, That it hs 
would not renounce the Proteſtant £cligion, the King- 
dom thould be none of his, bur !! cteſe littic Deſigi:s 
talling ſhort of home, this new Hciltit Projeftt was 
hatched, and wherefore was it ? {iow carne ir io pals, 
that Free-born Englifh-men, Nati Subjects, fhcuid 
engage themſelves in ſuch in Emeriurive ? Why, wa 
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(20) 
for Religion we are told, that we might rctuin to our 
Mother-Church, and be in that Bofome, out of which 
we could not be faved, and therefore they intended to 
Burn the Bodies of the Living, that the Souls of thoſe 
who did ſurvive them, might not Burn in Hell. Won- 
derful compallion truly, for which they deſerve as great 
thanks as they did for the Rebellion in reland, and 
tNeir Treacherous and Inhumane Butchery of ſo many 
Eminent and Honourable Perſons in the Mafhcre at 
Paris. If in this they either follow the Commands 
or Example of the God they pretend to Worſhip, we 
may then well fay with the poor Heathens in the 1*/ 
Indies, That we care not to live in that Heaven, which 
is provided for Spaniſh Papitts. Well, but that your 
Hearts may be filled with the praiſes of the moſt High, 
who ſo wonderfully and ſeaſonably fiept in to our Ref. 
cue, give me leave to ſhow you the Principles by which 
theſe Men, who are profeſſed adherers to the Papa! 
Chair, are guided, the rejecting of which, both by 
Acts of Parliament and Convocation raiſed ſuch a Fire 
in their Boſoms, by which they purpoſed to kindle ſuch 
Flames in the Houſe of Commons and Courts of Ju- 


uicature. ES : 
Firſt, As for thoſe Principles by which they manage 


themſelves in the Worſhip of God, they are fo com- | 
mon to be found in Books which are in the hands of - 
moſt Inquiſitive Men, that I need not trouble or moleſt | 


your Ears with them now, and he that gives himſelf 


time to peruſe the Decrees and Canons of the Council | 
of Trent, may caſily fatisfie himſelf, how by their | 
Praying to Saints, not only to Pray for them, bur to | 


help and affiſt them, to ſtand by them, and take care 


of them, how by thcir adoring of the Hoſt, how by | 
their abuſing the Doctrine of Repentance, and _—y 
2 be other | 


Or OO EO nan 
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other tearms of Salvation then Scripture exadts from 
us. I fay, by theſe and many more Principles they 
imperiouſly deiend, and impoſe upon the Belief and. 
Practice of the Members of their Church, we may 
caſily judge how the Deſign of the Goſpel is fruſtrated, 
the Honour due to God alone placed upon unfit and- 
unworthy Objects, the Worſhip of God through Jeſus. 
Chriſt in a known and vulgar Tongue denyed, and 
conſequently by ſuch courſes the Souls of Men hugely 
betrayed to Rune and Deſtrution : And he that 


weighs this, muſt needs affect our Deliverance from 


the hands of ſuch Men, who make no Conſcience, to 
hunt us down by all ſorts of Torments, even to death 
it ſelf, if we deny any of theſe Aflertions, is a Delive- 
rance not to be torgot by us, or Succeeding Genera» 
Lions. 

Secondly, Give me leave to ſhow you by what 
Principles they are Governed, as they are Members ot. 
the Body Politick, Subjects under a Lawful Prince, and 
in them we ſhall find no ſecurity for the peace and fate- 
ty, for the happineſs and proſperity of the Nation, for 
he that believes he is under the Command and Juriſdi-- 
Ction of a Foreign Perſon, more then under the Go-. 
vernment of his own natural Prince, he can give no- 
aſſirance of his Honeſty and Fidelity to the Power un-- 
der which he lives, becauſe there Commands may claih 
& interfer, and where a Man fancies the ſtrongeſt Obli- 
gation lies, to thoſe Colours he does reſort, and under - 
thoſe he Fights, and upon this account, itis impoſſible 
for profeſſed Papiſts, eſpecially thoſe who lodge Infal- 
libility in the Perſon of the Pope, to be good Subjects, 
in ſuch a Kingdom as this, that hath difavowed all de- 
pendance upon, or kindneſs for the Church of Rome, 
where we own the King Supreme Governour of our. 

| Church, . 
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( 22 ) 
Cnurcn, where we declare the Scripture to be our Rule, 
and renounce all thoſe new Articles, that through the 
Luſts and Pailions of the Hvad and Members of that 
Church, have been introduced, and made tearms of 
Communion with her. The Commands of thete Two 
muſt needs be widely different, and conſequently the 
Obedience on theſe Mens ſide muſt be given to him, 
whom they eſteem above all Chriſtian Kings and Prin- 
ces, that is to the Pope, and their natural Prince mult 
thank them for their Homage, when his pretended Ho- 
lineſs will be picafſed to give them leave; it was this 
Principle after Pius Dairlus had Publiſhed a Bu!l againſt 
Queen Elizabeth, Declaring her an Heretick, and e- 
priving her of her Kingdom, that gave Birth to ſo ma- 
ny Plots againſt that Vertuous and Succeſsful Princels, 
and this is not only owned by practice, but aſlerred and 
confirmed in Books, as an abſolute and neceſſary truth, 
and the facts of thoſe Men, who have upon this ac- 
count embrued their hands in their Princes Blood, have 
been magnified, and with ſwelling Titles of Honour 
Recorded to future Generations ; and it a Deliverance 
from ſuch Principles as thefe taking place among(t us, 
be not to be prized, pray, what thing can reach your 
elteem. Upon theſe Principles Princes Laws will be 
trampled under feet, Property nor regarded, and our 
Kings and our own Lives be aid daily to be carried in 
our hands, and therefore let the i-nſe of this heighten 
and perpetuare your thanks ro God, whoſe never fail- 
ing Mercy, hath fo feaſonably interpoſed to work fo 
orcat a Deliverance for us. 

And having now given you an Account of the De- 
hverance, and of the Principles of the Men who cndea- 
voured our Deſtruction, pray let me beg of your «l! to 
abhor ail theſe Principles for the time to come, and 
though 


a 


(23) 

thongh i know I neednot ſpeak thisto the true Churcl: 

of Fazland Men, becauſe I am very well fatisfcd, that 

the Doctrine of our Church preſerves ther: from th's 

poyion, yet I am ſure there are another fort of Mien, 

who call themſelves the beſt Proteſtants. who have imi- 

tated, if not outdone, theſe Men in their Diabolical 

Principles, I mean thoſe who have lifted themſelves 

into other Congregatiens upon pretended difſatistattions 

as to our Church, as approachirg to Idolatry, and be- 

ing actually guilty of Superſtition, and yet to ſerve a 

turne and qualifie themſelves for an Office, once a Year 

Joyn in that Ordinence, wherein according to their own 

profeſſed ſenſe they ſymbolize with the Papiſts, that is, 

kneel at the Sacrament, wherein they take Bread and 
Wine from the hands of one, whom they do not own: 
to be ſent and commiſſionated by the Lerd Jeſus ; for 
thus your Independents and Anabaptiſts do believe and. 
aſſert, and withall take the Elements conveyed by a. 
form of Words, which they call ſtinting of the Spirit, 
and therefore utterly unlawful. My Beloved, this is. 
ſo horrgd a thing, that T was reſolved, whenſoever I 
appeared again before this Honourable Auditory, I 
would enter my proteſt againſt it, and therefore pray 

te!} all you meet, that the Preacher told you that it is 
a Sin, whereby Men mock God and prophane the Sa- 
crament, 2 Sin which in all probability wilt {o provoke: 
Gods Patience that it muſt not long go unpuriſhed, 
from the effects of which Sin, and thoſe other Plots and 
contrivances of all the curſed Sons of Rowe, Good Lord, 
deliver this Kingdome, and in particular this great and: 
famous City. 


FINIS. 


Ft. 


Newly Publiſhed, for E. Gillibrand and 
Robert Sollers. 


. A Sermon Preached before the Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen, on the 8th of Ofoter, 1682. 
By Sam. Freeman. M, A. 


A Sermon Preached before the Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen, on the 2d of September, 1682. 
Ry Henry Hesketh Vicar of St. Heleu's London, and 
Chaplain in Ordinary to His Majeſty. 
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